
 

 

What is the Veda? 
What is Omkara? 

 
"As the unlimited, unchanging and omnipotent  Personality of Godhead 
dwelling within all  living beings, I personally establish the  Vedic sound 
vibration in the form of omkara  within all living entities. It is thus  
perceived subtly, just like a single strand  of fiber on a lotus stalk." 
SB 11.21.37 
 
"From that transcendental subtle vibration  arose the omkara composed of 
three sounds.  The omkara has unseen potencies and manifests  
automatically within a purified heart. It is  the representation of the 
Absolute Truth in  all three of His phases-the Supreme  Personality, the 
Supreme Soul and the supreme  impersonal truth." 
SB 12.6.39 
 
"This omkara, ultimately nonmaterial and  imperceptible, is heard by the 
Supersoul  without His possessing material ears or any  other material 
senses. The entire expanse of  Vedic sound is elaborated from omkara, 
which  appears from the soul, within the sky of the  heart. It is the direct 
designation of the  self-originating Absolute Truth, the  Supersoul, and is 
the secret essence and  eternal seed of all Vedic hymns." 
SB 12.6.40-41 
 
"Omkara exhibited the three original sounds  of the alphabet-A, U and M. 
These three, O  most eminent descendant of Bhrgu, sustain all  the 
different threefold aspects of material  existence, including the three 
modes of  nature, the names of the Rg, Yajur and Sama  Vedas, the goals 
known as the Bhur, Bhuvar  and Svar planetary systems, and the three  
functional platforms called waking  consciousness, sleep and deep sleep." 
SB 12.6.42 
 
"Among the Vedas I am their original teacher,  Lord Brahma, and of all 
mantras I am the  three-lettered omkara. Among letters I am the  first letter, 
"a," and among sacred meters I  am the Gayatri mantra." 
SB 11.16.12 
 
"From that omkara Lord Brahma created all the  sounds of the alphabet-the 
vowels,  consonants, semivowels, sibilants and  others-distinguished by 
such features as long  and short measure." 
 
"All-powerful Brahma made use of this  collection of sounds to produce 
from his four  faces the four Vedas, which appeared together  with the 
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sacred omkara and the seven vyahrti  invocations. His intention was to 
propagate  the process of Vedic sacrifice according to  the different 
functions performed by the  priests of each of the four Vedas." 
SB 12.6.44-45 
 
["The Vedic sound vibration omkara, the  principal word in the Vedic 
literatures, is  the basis of all Vedic vibrations. Therefore  one should 
accept omkara as the sound  representation of the Supreme Personality of  
Godhead and the reservoir of the cosmic  manifestation.] 
Adi 7.128 
 
"All living entities, moving and nonmoving,  are My expansions and are 
separate from Me. I  am the Supersoul of all living beings, who  exist 
because I manifest them. I am the form  of the transcendental vibrations 
like omkara  and Hare Krsna Hare Rama, and I am the  Supreme Absolute 
Truth. These two forms of  Mine-namely, the transcendental sound and the  
eternally blissful spiritual form of the  Deity, are My eternal forms; they are 
not  material." 
SB 6.16.51 
 
"The mind is always agitated by waves of  acceptance and rejection. 
Therefore all the  activities of the senses should be offered  into the mind, 
which should be offered into  one's words. Then one's words should be  
offered into the aggregate of all alphabets,  which should be offered into 
the concise form  omkara. Omkara should be offered into the  point bindu, 
bindu into the vibration of  sound, and that vibration into the life air.  Then 
the living entity, who is all that  remains, should be placed in Brahman, the  
Supreme. This is the process of sacrifice." 
SB 7.15.53 
 
TRANSLATION 
All these learned scholars, in their turn,  rendered their entrusted Vedas 
unto their  many disciples, grand-disciples and great  grand-disciples, and 
thus the respective  branches of the followers of the Vedas came  into 
being. 
PURPORT 
The original source of knowledge is the  Vedas. There are no branches of 
knowledge,  either mundane or transcendental, which do  not belong to the 
original text of the Vedas.  They have simply been developed into  different 
branches, They were originally  rendered by great, respectable and learned  
professors. In other words, the Vedic  knowledge, broken into different 
branches by  different disciplic successions, has been  distributed all over 
the world. No one,  therefore, can claim independent knowledge  beyond 
the Vedas.  SB 1.4.23 

DR.R
UPN

AT
HJI(

 D
R.R

UPA
K 

NAT
H )



 

 

 
[As far as the omkara pranava is concerned,  it is considered to be the 
sound incarnation  of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. As  such, 
omkara is eternal, unlimited,  transcendental, supreme and indestructible.  
He (omkara) is the beginning, middle and end,  and He is beginningless as 
well. When one  understands omkara as such, he becomes  immortal. One 
should thus know omkara as a  representation of the Supreme situated in  
everyone's heart. One who understands omkara  and Visnu as being one 
and the same and  all-pervading never laments in the material  world, nor 
does he remain a sudra. 
 
Although He (omkara) has no material form, He  is unlimitedly expanded, 
and He has unlimited  form. By understanding omkara one can become  
free from the duality of the material world  and attain absolute knowledge. 
Therefore  omkara is the most auspicious representation  of the Supreme 
Lord. Such is the description  given by Mandukya Upanisad. One should 
not  foolishly interpret an Upanisadic description  and say that because the 
Supreme Personality  of Godhead "cannot" appear Himself in this  material 
world in His own form, He sends His  sound representation(omkara) 
instead. Due to  such a false interpretation, omkara comes to  be 
considered something material, and  consequently omkara is 
misunderstood and  praised as being simply an exhibition or  symbol of 
the Lord. Actually omkara is as  good as any other incarnation of the 
Supreme  Lord. 
 
The Lord has innumerable incarnations, and  omkara is one of them. As 
Krsna states in  Bhagavad-gita: "Amongst vibrations, I am the  syllable 
om." (Bg. 9.17) This means that  omkara is nondifferent from Krsna.  
Impersonalists, however, give more importance  to omkara than to the 
Personality of Godhead,  Krsna. The fact is, however, that any  
representational incarnation of the Supreme  Lord is nondifferent from Him. 
Such an  incarnation or representation is as good  spiritually as the 
Supreme Lord. Omkara is  therefore the ultimate representation of all  the 
Vedas. Indeed, the Vedic mantras or hymns  have transcendental value 
because they are  prefixed by the syllable om. The Vaisnavas  interpret 
omkara as follows: by the letter O,  Krsna, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, is  indicated; by the letter U, Krsna's eternal  consort Srimati 
Radharani is indicated; and  by the letter M, the eternal servitor of the  
Supreme Lord, the living entity, is  indicated. Sankara has not given such  
importance to the omkara. However, importance  is given in the Vedas, the 
Ramayana, the  Puranas and in the Mahabharata from beginning  to end. 
Thus the glories of the Supreme Lord,  the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, are  declared.] 
Teachings of Lord Caitanya 20:   "The Goal of Vedanta Study" 
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